
 The groom was equally easy going. Ian 
says other than wanting to have a lovely 
outdoor wedding, he had few demands.

“The whole day was phenomenal. The 
whole day was just great. Everything was 
perfect. I had no problems with anything.”

Even being told there was no room at the 
inn on his wedding night was OK by him.

“It was unfortunate, but it gave us a story 
to tell afterwards.”

Ian, 31, and Laura, 30, met in a Brampton 
high school. They were just friends hanging 
out with friends until sometime during their 
first year of university. When Laura came 
home for Christmas, the two of them went 
out alone one night, and it was clear their 
friendship had turned into something more.

They embarked on a long distance rela-
tionship as Laura was at university in Wind-
sor for four years and then Ottawa for one 
year, and Ian was at university in Toronto.

Finally, 10 years after meeting, during 
a trip to Europe, they sat in the gardens 
behind the Eiffel Tower and talked about 
taking another European vacation.

“I said to her, instead of going on another 
trip, why don’t we plan to get married,” Ian 
recalls. He pulled a surprise ring out of his 
pocket.

Laura recalls that he was carrying it 
around in his pocket without the case, like it 
was loose change.

“Well, I was wearing summer pants 
and I did not want her to see the box,” he 
explains.

Laura told Ian she would love to be his 
wife -- just as the Eiffel Tower started to 
sparkle with turning on of the evening lights. 
The two then went to dinner.

They took two years to plan the wedding. 
The weather was a little hot, but fantas-
tic, both report. They stood in front of a 
picturesque gazebo, in a glorious garden, 
and said their vows. A helicopter hovered 
overhead and watched a while, which made 
their words difficult to hear, they recall.

A quick rain after the vows had them all 
running for shelter, but they welcomed the 
summer shower because it made for some 
lovely photographs -- and Laura saw it as a 

sign of good luck.
The couple entered the reception dinner 

under a white tent to the rap song “We 
Don’t Speak No Americano,” a fun reminder 
of their special European vacation.

The reception meal was traditional with 
chicken, roast beef, potatoes, veggies, 
crepes and wedding cake. But the midnight 
snack was from Mackay’s Pizza. This is a 
little place in Brampton the gang frequented 
in high school.

“That was one thing I really wanted,” says 
Ian. “I wanted the wedding to have pizza 
from Mackay’s. They have the best pizza. 
Even today, people say the pizza we had at 
midnight was fantastic.”

One wedding day highlight they both cite 
is the blessing that Laura’s great uncle from 
Ireland delivered during the ceremony.

“May the road rise up to meet you. May 
the wind be always at your back. May the 
sun shine warm upon your face. And the 
rain fall soft upon your fields. And until we 
meet again. May God hold you in the palm 
of his hand.”

It seems that his blessing stuck.
They have purchased a house in 

Oakville. Laura is working as a teacher 
and Ian as a web designer. And, they are 
enjoying the company of a December 2013 
addition to their family -- Maisy, a little dog.

“We always wanted to get married, we 
just wanted to be ready to settle down and 
be ready to buy a house first,” says Laura.

… the end
JEWELLER
Gem Art

BRIDAL DRESSES
Bride’s dress: Elizabeth’s (Georgetown)
Bridesmaids: Elizabeth’s (Georgetown)

CEREMONY/ RECEPTION 
Royal Ambassador Event Centre

WEDDING PLANNER/FLORIST
To Suit Your Fancy Event Design and Decor

DJ
Digital Disc Jockey and Entertainment

MAKEUP
Red Lemon Hair Salon 
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